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"Sinbad in Concert”                                                                                                                        

Sponsored by the African American Male Leadership Council 

                                                        
Pictured with Sinbad during his November 11, 2011 visit to Topeka are the                                                                                                                                                               

African American Male Leader Council (AAMLC) and students from the community 

 

 



Supporting our Youth 

                                                                                                                                                
Jenice and Dr. Gilbert Parks 

Dr. Gilbert and Jenice Parks are doing their part to assure success for the students of the Heavenly Visions 

Foundation Photography Program.  The Parks‟ have opened their home to the students once a month to 

provide an additional environment for learning.  They have also made it possible for the students to attend a 

number of events in the community such as the NAACP Freedom Fund Banquet and Living the Dream, Inc. 

Celebration.  A special thank you to the Parks‟ for their support.  

                                                                                
Students listen attentively as Dr. Parks provide valuable educational                                                                                                                                                      

information that will be a part of their upcoming trip to Washington DC 

 

Students from Langston University visit Topeka 

                                                                                            
Pictured left to right: Langston University Students; Marie Carter with students and their advisor, Dr. Joe Hornbeak 

On November 10-12, 2011, Topeka Public Schools hosted a three day recruiting event for students from 

Langston University.  Eight teacher candidates traveled to Topeka to take advantage of the opportunity to 

visit with Topeka Public Schools administrators, shadow teachers in their respective areas of certification 

and was given a tour of Topeka.  Their areas of certification included, Elementary Education, Special 

Education, Math and Early Childhood.  The event was the first of its kind for Topeka Public Schools and is 

just the beginning of a long term partnership with Langston University.  April 5-6, 2012, Topeka Public 

Schools will be taking students who are interested in education as a career option from each of its traditional 

high schools to visit Langston.  They will be treated to campus life, staying in the dorms, attending classes, 

speaking to administrators of academic expectations, financial aid and social life on campus.   

 



     Living the Dream, Inc.                                                                                                                                    

2012 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Birthday Celebration                                                                            

 

                               
Images from Drumming for the Drum Major 

 

The Optimist International                                                                                                                          

Friend of Youth                                                                                                                                              

The Sunset Optimist Club 

On October 26, 2011, the Sunset Optimist Club presented to Yolanda Taylor a certificate of appreciation in 

recognition of her appearance at their meeting where she presented information on the Heavenly Visions 

Foundation  Photography Program.  Heavenly Visions Foundation is grateful to the Sunset Optimist Club for 

the opportunity that was presented to Ms. Taylor in spreading the word on the photography program for the 

youth within our community.  

                                                                                                                                                            
Jim Murray, President-Sunset Optimist Club and Yolanda Taylor 

The Optimist Creed                                                                                                                                                     

Promise Yourself.....                                                                                                                                                             

To be so strong that nothing can distrub your peace of mind.                                                                                              

To talk health, happiness and prosperity to every person you meet.                                                                                      

To make all your friends feel that there is something in them.                                                                                             

To look at the sunny side of everything and make your optimism come true.                                                                     

To think only of the best, to work only for the best, and expect only the best.                                                                        

To be just as enthusiastic about the success of others as you are about your own.                                                                   

To forget the mistakes of the past and press on to the greater achievements of the future.                                                 

To wear a cheerful countenance at all times and give every living creature you meet a smile.                                            

To give so much time to the improvement of yourself that you have no time to criticize others.                                             

To be too large for worry, too noble for anger, too strong for fear and too happy to permit the presence of 

trouble. 



 

Attention: To the parents of black children in public schools. It is imperative that you take 

more of a proactive role in your child‟s educational life!                                                                        
by Chris Bush, MCJ, GCDF 

Black parents, where do you stand in your child‟s academic life?  Try grading yourself with an A-F report card. What 

grade would you give yourself for the following questions? What is your daily, weekly, monthly or yearly interaction 

with your child and their teacher as it pertains to their educational life? Is it noteworthy or do you need work in this 

area? What is the name of the curriculum being used to teach your child? What level of COMPREHENSION in 

reading, math, science or social studies (not grades) is your child? For the sake of this brief article, we will not focus 

on what school administrators and teachers are doing or not doing, but rather focus on what your efforts have been for 

your child‟s education. Have you not seen the news, local and national or the State academic annual yearly progress 

reviews or even better, your child‟s classroom? It is no secret that black students underperform their white 

counterparts every year in this Country and yet, that factual statistic is not enough to get black parents to take on a 

more proactive role in their child‟s educational life.  Even without that statistic, I can tell you from first hand 

testimony that parental support in general is beyond lacking in our local public school system, but especially with 

regard to black parental support. WHY?  When is the last time you went to school with your child and sat with 

him/her for a half an hour, an hour, half a day or all day? Aside from your once or twice a year PTC, if you‟re waiting 

on an invitation from the school administrators or teachers on how Toya or Terell are performing academically or non-

academically, NEWS FLASH, it ain‟t comin‟!  You do not need an invitation from school administrators or teachers 

on where your child stands academically or emotionally in school. Parents, it is at your job at all times to follow up 

with your child‟s school with regard to your child, school curriculum, school support, concerns, budgeting, teacher 

effectiveness and the list goes on.  It is not only your responsibility to make your child‟s education life your business 

but as well a most important priority.  Parents, complacency is not your friend!  Unfortunately, over the years you 

have only been contacted for PTC‟s, or given a special phone call when major concerns arise with your child.  

Because of this type of contentment, you as parents have habituated to waiting to be contacted with news about what 

is going on with your child‟s progress or school concerns. Had you been abreast and involved with your child and the 

school sooner, then you would have been better able to support your child in staying on the right track as oppose to 

having to spend more time trying to undo the problems that had been stewing all along. As a parent of children who 

attend public schools, I strongly encourage you not to wait for PTC‟s or a phone call from the teacher to get 

information about your child.  Make it your priority to be informed throughout the entire school year. You may find 

that Toya/Terell has been doing some great work in art or technology lab. Use that information as an opportunity to 

help nurture that interest in your child. Your presence and positive reinforcement is what will help grow and build up 

your child and aid in strengthening your relationship with school administrators and teachers. If black children are 

EVER going to close the achievement gap, it will take you, the black parents and black community leaders, to be that 

strong force that will get them there. Statistically the odds are already stacked against black children because they are 

„black‟, but the statics of lower achievement are even greater when they have no support system at school or in their 

community. Through my own research and experiences, I have found that school life is much easier on children and 

teachers who have parental involvement in the classroom and school.  After taking a more active role in my children‟s 

educational life, I am more aware of what the school‟s expectations are and they are well aware of what my 

expectations are. I am aware of the curriculum that is being taught, what my children‟s interest are, their likes and 

dislikes and what they are capable of achieving. This active role has enlightened my wife and I to take on a more 

active role in not only the education system, but as well as our community. The information we have learned is 

expected to be passed on and at every endeavor we are eager to help others around us excel to greater heights.  In 

reading this article, if you have found yourself upset or bewildered about the questions and comments posed, then I 

strongly encourage you to pause and figure out why. This article is not meant to make you upset or demean you as a 

parent in any way. It is however, written to strongly encourage you to think about how active your role is in your 

child‟s education life and how and what you are doing as their parent to help get them to where they need to be. 

 

 



Information from Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.                                                                                                                           

Delta Eta Lambda Alumni Chapter                                                                                                              

by Lonnie Walker Jr.

In the spirit of service, the men of the Delta Eta Lambda alumni chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. 

gave of their time and strength to Doorstep, Inc. On Sunday, December 11, 2011, the chapter assisted with 

Doorstep‟s Christmas Store. Throughout the year, items are donated to Doorstep in efforts to supply gifts for 

its Christmas Store. Families in need are then chosen from an array of criteria to be able to select items, for 

free, from the store so that they can provide a nice Christmas for their immediate family.  The chapter, along 

with other organizations, is responsible for moving items from the local Doorstep location to the Christmas 

Store, which is operated out of the church across the street. These items range from Christmas trees to 

cookware to canned goods to toys. After a 6-year partnership, the chapter looks forward every year to 

making Christmas brighter for those less fortunate. 

                                                                                    
Pictured in the first photo (l-r): Nathaniel Wright, Randy Hodge, Douglass Smith, Craig Douglas, & Lonnie Walker, Jr.                                                                                         

Pictured in the second photo (l-r): Nathaniel Wright, Randy Hodge, Douglass Smith, & T.D. Hicks (the newest member of the chapter). 

 

Women‟s Ministry Empowerment Conference                                                                                           

The 13th Annual Changing Women‟s Ministry Empowerment Conference---2011 M.I.N.D. (Conference 

More Increase New Destiny) was held on November 11-12, 2011 at the Apostolic Church of Jesus Christ, 

Bishop Dr. Aletha J. Cushinberry, pastor.  Pictured below are a few of the participants in the 2-day 

conference.                                                                                                                

                                               
Pictured are Evg. Martenia Combs and Bishop Dr. Cushinberry,                                                                                                                                                                                  

Sis Lakricia Alexander (center) and Evang. Antionette Coffee, Sis. Alexander and Min. Shawna Wuenstel                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

 



Images captured by the students of the                                                                                          

Heavenly Visions Foundation Photography Program 

      

                Photograph taken  by Dezy                                   Photograph taken  by Tory                                Photograph taken by VaMeshia          

             

               Photograph taken  by Verrontae                        Photograph taken  by Khalil                             Photograph taken by Kimora     

                            

                                                                         Photograph taken  by Brandon                               Photograph taken  by Tavian       

                    

 

                                                                                             Individual Images of the Photography Students   



Join Beverly Hall and Soul Purpose                                                                                                  

Advertise your business or organization in a photo book                                                                                

published by the students of the Heavenly Visions Foundation Photography Program                                                                            

Help our photography students travel to Washington DC                                                                                                

this summer for an educational experience in the Nationôs Capital                                                                                                                    

To advertise your business or organization,                                                                                                               

Contact Yolanda Taylor at 785 608-3291 or email at yyotylr@hotmail.com 

Advertise at one of the three levels listed below                                                                                                                                  

Bronze Level (1 page)-$100.00....Silver Level (2 pages)-$250.00....Gold Level (3 pages)-$500.00                               

We also welcome donations of any amount  

                                                      
Bronze Level Advertisement 

mailto:yyotylr@hotmail.com


Article submitted by Carolyn Campbell 

 



           

                                                                                    

 

GOVERNOR‟S TAX PLAN 

Governor Brownback unveiled a sweeping reform to the Kansas tax structure. His proposal lowers 

individual income tax rates and moves from three brackets to two - a 3 percent rate for income under 

$15,000 ($30,000 for married filing jointly); and a 4.9 percent rate for income $15,000 and over ($30,000 

for married filing jointly). Current rates are 3.5 percent for income up to $15,000 ($30,000 married filing 

jointly); 6.25 percent between $15,000 and $30,000; and 6.45 percent on income over $30,000 ($60,000 

married filing jointly). Additionally, the plan eliminates income tax on businesses classified as LLCs, S-

corps, and sole proprietorships.  To compensate for these reductions in income taxes, the Governor‟s plan 

eliminates itemized deductions (including home mortgage interest and charitable contributions). It 

eliminates incentives for 529 education savings programs and long-term care insurance premiums. It 

eliminates the refund for sales tax on food for low-income Kansans. I also understand it eliminates part of 

the Homestead property tax refund, but I‟m trying to get confirmation on that. Not all of the details of the 

plan were released this week.  To help low-income Kansans, the plan includes an increase in the standard 

deduction for head of household and a promise to invest more in safety net services.  The plan also 

eliminates tax credits for: * Adoption * Alternative fuel tax * Assistive technology contribution * Child and 

dependent care * Child day care assistance * Community service contribution * Disabled access * Earned 

income (EITC) * Environmental compliance * Historic preservation * Individual development account * 

National Guard employer health insurance * Small employer health benefit plan * Temporary assistance to 

families contribution * and more. The Governor‟s plan makes permanent the 1% sales tax increase we 

passed in 2009 that is scheduled to sunset July 2013. The plan was proposed to create a revenue surplus, but 

numbers from the Department of Revenue show a net revenue decrease.                                                                                                                                                                             



MY TAKE                                                                                                                                                                                                          

When you make this kind of change in tax structure, there are winners and losers. You can make some 

estimates for yourself of the impact on your family. I do like the idea of reducing some taxes on small 

businesses. I‟d like to hear what you think about the plan.  I‟m still working on the numbers, but it appears 

that this plan moves the tax burden from the richest Kansans to the middle class and poorest Kansans. For 

example, sales tax is the most regressive tax we have. Making the 1% sales tax increase permanent not only 

reneges on our promise to remove the sales tax increase, it puts a disproportionate burden on low-income 

families. Removing the refund for sales tax on food and the Earned Income Tax Credit is a double whammy 

for the poorest working Kansans. In fact, President Ronald Reagan once said the Earned Income Tax Credit 

was “the best anti-poverty, the best pro-family, the best job creation measure to come out of Congress.”  

Eliminating the deduction for home mortgage discourages home purchases for the middle class. Cutting the 

upper marginal income tax rate benefits the richest Kansans the most. Low-income Kansans can buy a Big 

Mac with their income tax cut while the folks at the top can buy a yacht with theirs. Not only that, when the 

income tax is eliminated altogether, there will only be sales and property taxes left to pay the bills. I don‟t 

support property tax increases.                                                                                                                                      

Ann Mah                                                                                                                                                                                                          

State Representative ï District 53 

           

 

Upcoming Events and Activities 

The African American Democratic Caucus of Shawnee 

County (AADC of SC) meets every first Tuesday of the 

month at 5:30pm (Jayhawk Tower—Florentine Room—700 

SW Jackson).  If you are 17 years old or older and want to 

learn about the political process, plan to attend our next 

meeting scheduled for Feburary 7, 2012 at 5:30pm or call 

Yolanda Taylor, Chairperson-AADC of SC  

Golden City Sertoma with the Topeka County Public 

Library will host an event for youth with movitional 

speaker, Jesse Brison (part of Wayne Simeon‟s Called to 

Greatness) on February 8, 2012—6pm at the Topeka 

Shawnee County Public Library.  For additional information 

contact Marie Carter at 785 925-3478. 

The Topeka Chapter of Links & African American Male 

Leadership Council Black History Program is scheduled for 

February 18, 2012 @6:00pm at the Top Of Tower.  The cost 

for tickets will be $35.00. 

Gumbo Fundraiser/Mardi Gras Party at Central Park 

Community Center---February 21, 2012---5pm-7pm.  Come 

and enjoy the zydeco music for free.  There is a charge of 

$10.00 for a bowl of gumbo, dessert and drink. 

 

 

 

 

Kansas Democratic Party Washington Days is scheduled for 

February 24-25, 2012 at the Topeka Ramada Hotel & 

Convention Center...Washington Days Old School Dance-

February 24, 2012—9:30pm.   

Empowerment Weekend 2012                                                     

Evening with an Author-Clarence Nero--March 23, 2012—

6pm at the Blue Planet Cafe                                                                                                          

The Help-A Forum with Glenda Duboise (viewing of the 

movie and discussion)—March 24, 2012-1:00pm-5:30pm at 

the Topeka and Shawnee County Public Library 

................................................................................. 

For only $20.00 ADVERTISE your business or organization 

in the next issue of THE EBONY REVIEW CALL 785 608-

3291 for information. 

To include information on your event or to make 

announcements in the April 15, 2012 issue of The Ebony 

Review, email information to yyotylr@hotmail.com by April 

5, 2012. 

The Ebony Review Newsletter is published quarterly by 

Heavenly Visions Foundation                                                         

mailto:yyotylr@hotmail.com

