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YOUTH INVOLVED IN THE COMMUNITY  

                                                                   
Pictured are students from the Topeka area and around the State of Kansas at the                                                                                                                                    

Kansas Democratic Party Washington Day Celebration held February 24th and 25th 

 

 
Photography students pose with HDB Construction staff during a recent visit.  Students also utilize their photographic skills to capture image of a HDB staff 

 

                                
Ron Owens, owner of Fragance World poses with photography students during an informational visit, while in the                                                                                                 

next picture, the students take aim with their cameras during a photo session for Topeka High Senior DaQuam Curls 

 



 

                                                                                   
Youth from Second Baptist Church perform a praise dance during the 11am Sunday Service     

 

                                                                                                 
"Kids that Counts" pitched in to perform yard work for Ms. Marie Carter 

 

 

 

DaQuan is a senior at Topeka High School and is active in track and also in 

various clubs such as Spanish and Chess.  He plans to attend the University of 

Kansas in the fall and will major in Meterology.   DaQuan is the son of Shelby 

Keith and the grandson of Mae Love.   

A special thank you to DaQuan for providing the training opportunity in photography                                 

for the  students of  the Heavenly Visions Foundation Youth Photography Program. 

 

 

  



 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE KANSAS DEMOCRATIC PARTY                                                                        

WASHINGTON DAYS CELEBRATION  

                                   
From left to right are NAACP ACT-SO at display table and Carl Frazier and daughters standing near balcony 

                                            
From left to right are NAACP ACT-SO students and parents pose with the ladies of Washburn University Sistahood;                                                                                          

Mrs Carolyn Campbell shows obituary of Tuskegee Airman, Merrill Ross at the meeting of the African American Democratic  

 

 

What I got from Washington Day was the chance 

to see the political process in action. I learned 

that when you are older it is urgent to support 

your local representatives,and know who they are.  

I liked talking to the adults at the event because 

they taught me how to get more involved with 

politics in your area. Ushering was trickier 

because we didn't have a table plan but once we 

started we easily got the hang of it.  I am very 

appreciative of the experience.                               

---Zephaniah Wilson 

 

I had a wonderful experience at this year’s 

democratic banquet. For the first time ever youth 

were allowed to participate in the African 

American democratic caucus meeting. I’m very 

happy that they’re letting us as youth take part in 

their meetings. It gives us a chance to be involved 

in politics from an early age because in the end 

we are your future successors.  So preparing us 

now is the best thing they can do for us as youth! 

This was truly an amazing experience and I hope I 

get to do it next year.   

---Zeb Wilson                                                     
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 “Ruined”                                                                                                                                                                                   
A Pulitzer Prize-winning play by Lynn Nottage was                                                                                               

staged by Washburn University on February 23-25, 2012                                                     

                                                                                                                                  
Fortune (Jason Brock Jones) searches for his wife who he rejected after she                                                                                                                                                     

was captured and raped by militants in war-torn Democratic Republic of Congo 

 

WASHBURN UNIVERSITY SISTAHOOD 

                                                                                                                  
The ladies of Sistahood celebrated the end of Black History Month with the Spoken Word 

 

Women Empowerment, Inc. began as a book club in the summer of 2010 with two 

members. Our organization currently offers free programs through literacy, education, 

and prevention. The Save Your Self, a Teen Pregnancy and HIV/AIDS Program 

offered to Highland Park High students and at the Topeka and Shawnee County 

Public Library for local middle and high school students. The program enhances 

education about sex and provides young women with the confidence to make 

respectful, empowering decision regarding their bodies. The Young and Little Women Books are offered at 

10 sites in our Topeka community. Women Empowerment, Inc. puts books in the hands of young girls who 

need them most. Book Club members are matched with caring mentors within a structured relationship. The 

Young Women Advancement Scholarship is offered to female seniors in USD 501. This special scholarship 

is awarded based on academic standing, determination, student needs, community involvement and 

professional recommendations. 

For more information about our organization or to empower girls through mentoring and/or a board position 

please contact our office at 785-215-8202 or online at womenempowermentks.org. 

 



 

 

The Young Lions Mentor Program 

(YLMP)                                                                          

is offering these shirts to you for $12 each.                                                             

This is a great opportunity for you to support 

our President, YLMP, and our community.                                                                                                           

Three designs---President Obama/Michelle Back2Back,                                             

President Obama Back2Back-double image and                                                               

President Obama Shinny Rhinestone design for $20 

To get your t-shirt, call Tim Dortch at 785 

845-4403 or email at timdortch@hotmail.com 

    

THE 2ND ANNUAL EMPOWERMENT WEEKEND 2012 

    
Women Empowerment, Inc. and CASE Inc. hosted an Evening with an Author, part of the 2012 

Empowerment Weekend on March 23, 2012 , co-sponsored by the Blue Planet Café, Parrish Hotel 

Corporation, the Bayou Soul Writers & Reader Conference and the Women Empowerment Book Club.                          

Our presenting authors were Clarence Nero from New Orleans along with local author Jessica James.   

 

Women Empowerment, Inc. and the Topeka and Shawnee County Public Library                                                                                 

hosted  A Forum: The Help.                                                                                                                                                    

Patrons viewed the movie free of charge and discussed the New York Bestseller by 

Kathryn Stockett.                                                                                                                           

Book Club members include; Regina Franklin, Rose Johnson, Sheyvette Dinkens, 

Toni Wash, and Akliah Johnson. 

 



                                   

Foster L. Chisholm is a life-long resident of the city of Topeka. He was married to 

the late Claire L. Chisholm, wife of 52 years, has 2 adult daughters, 3 

grandchildren, and 1 great grandson and is a retiree of the United States Postal 

Service.                                                                                                                                                     

Mr. Chisholm is very active in his church both locally and district-wide. Locally, 

he attends St. Mark’s AME Church and has served as: Co-director of the Prison 

Ministry and many other leadership positions. Currently, he serves as a Steward, 

Church School Superintendent, and Member of both the Men’s Chorus and the 

Mass Choir. On the District level, Mr. Chisholm has served on the Economic 

Development Board of the Fifth Episcopal District, served as the Fifth Episcopal 

District Financial Secretary of the Lay Organization for 8 years; and, Fifth Episcopal District Treasurer of 

the Lay Organization for 8 years. He is a life member of the Conference Branch Lay Organization and was 

elected, in the summer of 2011, to be a Lay Organization Delegate to the 49th Session of the General 

Conference of the African Methodist Episcopal Church to be held in Nashville, TN in the summer 2012.  

Along with his many church activities, Mr. Chisholm serves on and volunteers for several organizations in 

the community. Mr. Chisholm is a former Board Member of AARP and Meals on Wheels of Topeka, Inc., 

Let Freedom Ring, and Western University Association. He was the past President and Vice President of the 

East Topeka Action Program and East Topeka NIA, respectively. Currently, Mr. Chisholm is the Treasurer 

for the Brown Foundation for Educational Equity, Excellence and Research, 3
rd

 Vice President of the 

NAACP, the African American Democratic Party of Shawnee County as well as the state Democratic Party. 

He volunteers for the North Topeka Outreach, Topeka Performing Arts, and the Salvation Army; which, he 

has rendered 50 years of service ringing the bell for the Salvation Army Kettle Drive.                                                                                             

Mr. Chisholm has been awarded the following recognitions: The Sons of Thunder Award, an award given 

annually from the former Kansas Nebraska Annual Conference of the African Methodist Episcopal Church; 

Fifth Episcopal District and Connectional Lay Person of the Year; The Reuter Award, an award given 

annually by the Meals on Wheels, Inc. of Topeka, Kansas; and, the 

Outstanding Leadership Award from the Kansas African American 

Association Commission (KAAAC). 

 Mr. Chisholm listens attentively at a Caucus meeting and demonstrates his dance moves during the Kansas 

Democratic Party Washington Days Celebration                    

                      

                                

 

 



 

                                                                        

                   

                    

Pastor of St. Mark’s AME Church                                                                                                                                                                              

Rev. Shirley D. Heermance 

            

 

                                      

 

 

                       
March 30, 2012 marked the 39th anniversary of the withdrawal of US 

combat forces from Vietnam. This year Senator Kelly, and others, 

introduced a resolution in the Kansas Senate designating March 30th 

as “Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans Day.” 

                                                                                                                                                                       

Pictured from left to right are Senator David Haley, Nedra Locke, Vietnam Veteran-Terry Crowder and 

Senator Oletha Faust Goudeau                           

March 29, 1973 was the day the last combat American soldier left Vietnam and the war was turned over to the South Vietnamese. 

But American soldiers came home to fight another harder and longer war for acceptance in their own country.                                                 

In many cases, we are still fighting it, with others and with ourselves. 

 

GRANT INFORMATION SHARED 

The African American Democratic Caucus of Shawnee County sponsored an Informational Grant Meeting 

on April 3, 2012 at the Jayhawk Towers (Florentine Room).   

Nearly 50 from the Topeka community attended the meeting and 

were provided at no cost a variety of valuable information about 

grants by Master Grant Writer, David Brown.  Phase II for the 

Informational Meeting is scheduled April 21, 2012--10:30am to 

2:30pm at Central Park Community Center and there is no charge 

to attend.  Individual meetings can be scheduled with Mr Brown 

by emailing him at davidbrowngrants20@live.com.                                                                                                                                                                
David Brown reviews grant information with Robyn Talbert 

 

 

mailto:davidbrowngrants20@live.com


 

THE AFRICAN AMERICAN AFFAIRS COMMISSION                                                                  

District 2 Steering Committee Meeting 

The Kansas African American Affairs Commission (KAAAC) and the State of African Americans in Kansas 

Steering Committee were host to a meeting held in Congressional District 2 on April 14, 2012 at Washburn 

University.  Those in attendance discussed and implemented action items for Phase 2 of the State of African 

Americans in KS 3D Project (Discovery, Dream and Design). 3D is a project that addresses the relevant 

equity affairs of African Americans in all four 

Kansas Congressional Districts and focuses on 

five major areas of needed action.  Areas of 

action are, Economic Opportunity and Asset 

Building, Health and Safe Communities, 

Schools and Educational Opportunity, 

Criminalization and Social Justice and Civic 

Engagement and Advocacy. For more 

information on this and future events or to sign 

up on the KAAAC list serv, please visit the 

KAAAC website at www.kaaac.ks.gov or you 

may call 785-296-4874.  

Dr. Mildred Edward, KAAAC-Executive Director and Deborah 

Dandridge, KAAAC Commissioner-2nd District with concerned citizens 

from District 2. 

 

 

PRESIDENTIAL CAUCUS FOR KANSAS DEMOCRATS 

During the presidential caucus on Saturday, April 14th, Kansas Democrats joined together to demonstrate 

who they are, what they believe in, and that they stand behind President Barack Obama.  Just like Kansas 

Democrats, the president has been fighting to improve the economy, fighting for better schools, and fighting 

to make sure every person has a chance to achieve the American dream.   Many Democrats throughout the 

State of Kansas were part of the movement to keep President Barack Obama in the White House.  

                                           
Kansas Democrats from Senatorial District 20 

 

 

 

 

http://www.kaaac.ks.gov/


                 
Do not allow yourself to be targeted as…  

Boisterous, Unqualified, Lackadaisical, Lazy, Illiterate, unEducated, and Defeated…Black Folks  

Bullying is not limited to grammar, secondary and college schools. Black men, Black women and Black 

youth have been targeted as B.U.L.L.I.E.D. Black Folks.  

Certain people say that Black people are Boisterous, Unqualified, Lackadaisical, Lazy, Illiterate, 

unEducated, and Defeated. These people say that through genetics and natural low competencies, that Black 

people are Boisterous or loud and overly energetic; Unqualified to challenge leaders in civic, city, state and 

government positions; Lackadaisical or careless about major concerns in the community; Lazy or worthless 

to a productive society; Illiterate and intentionally uneducated about school and higher education 

opportunities; Defeated, downtrodden, leaderless and willing participants of handouts.  

Do not allow yourself to be B.U.L.L.I.E.D. and do not allow others to place destructive labels upon you due 

to your race, creed, color or nationality. The acronym B.U.L.L.I.E.D. is being credited to those who fear 

black men, black women and black youth. Once you allow and conform to the idea of B.U.L.L.I.E.D. you 

have then allowed these slaughtering individuals to weaken your self-worth and creditability. If you do not 

fight for change, you have essentially welcomed the assassination of your character, your intelligence and 

any future aspirations that await you and the Black youth.  

Individuals that have labeled Blacks as B.U.L.L.I.E.D. fear our voice, our knowledge, our compassion of 

commitment, our self-determination and our continued fight for victory. These individuals seek out ways to 

eliminate Black people from speaking out, standing our ground, voicing our concerns, applying for higher 

end positions and entering into viable college career paths. These bullies live and work in our communities 

and they hold superior echelon positions in the civic arenas as well as city, state and government. This 

inevitably leaves no room for any opportunities for Black people to get a stronghold in.  

Do not allow yourself to be cornered by bullies and individuals that label you as Boisterous Unqualified 

Lackadaisical Lazy Illiterate unEducated and as Defeated. Be self-encouraging; keep going, even when it 

feels like there is no progress. True Progress happens over time.  

Although this article focused on Black men, women and youth, it is my hope that any person/s from any 

background, takes a stand and a call to action for equality, equity and accountability change amongst those 

bullies who have unjustifiably labeled and treated you as B.U.L.L.I.E.D.  

Chris Bush, MCJ, GCDF  

Author 

 

The Topeka Alumni Chapter of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc., will have its 38th annual golf 

tournament and Old School Party on May 18-20th. The tournament's name has been changed to "The 

Emmett W. Thompson, Sr. Memorial Scholarship Classic." Brother Thompson developed the idea to have 

a tournament to assist our youth to further their educational goals beyond high school.  The tournament 

format will be 36-hole stroke play over two courses, Lake Shawnee on Saturday, & Cypress Ridge on 

Sunday.  The entry fee is $175 per person, which includes food, cart & Old School Party on May 19, 

featuring "Ron Gutierrez & band," live from "The Vinewood." Sponsorships are available from $100 

and up.  For more information call Steve Dean, Keeper of Records & Exchequer, at 785 633-8583, or 

Tommie Smith at 785 608-0168.  For those indivduals not entering the golf tournament but would like to 

attend the Old School Party on May 19, tickets can be purchased in advance for $25 or at the door for $30. 

For party tickets, please contact Chris Bush 785-969-0441, Steve Dean 785-633-8583 or a member of 

Topeka Alumni Chapter. 

 



 

Vacation Bible School will be at New Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church beginning Monday,                

June 4-Friday, June 8 from 6:30 p.m. until 8:30 p.m. This year New Mount Zion and East Eighth Street will 

be partnering together. Food will be served from 5:30 p.m. until 6:20 p.m.  This year's theme is Jesus Truth 

Seekers. We will have a culminating event, carnival on Saturday-June 9th from 11:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. 

Additional information will be forthcoming.  Questions-contact Sister Betty Young at 273-7828 or Brother 

George Murphy at 633-6218. 

 

 

 

          

 

Please mark your calendars and join the                                                                                                                          

Delta Eta Lambda Chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. for its 

2
nd

 Annual Gospel Fest Scholarship Fundraiser 

Saturday, July 21, 2012 

4-6 pm 

Antioch Missionary Baptist Church 

1100 SE Washington 

Topeka, KS 66607 

We will be awarding our first scholarship as part of the evening’s festivities.                                                                    

This is an event that you truly don’t want to miss. 

 

 

The Topeka Branch of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) is 

sponsoring an essay scholarship opportunity for 2012 graduating seniors.  Our organization is encouraging 

our young people to strive for academic excellence in their writing skills through essays.  Contest winners 

will be awarded a financial scholarship.  The theme of the essay is Achieving My Personal Goals through 

Education.                                                                                                                                                                             

For additional information, please contact Betty Young, 273.7828 or e-mail byoung36@cox.net 

 

 

 

The State Annual Freedom Fund Banquet will be hosted by Topeka Unit 98th Annual Freedom Fund 

Banquet, National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, Saturday, October 27, 2012, 6:00 

p.m. at the Ramada Convention Center will be Banquet tickets are $40.00, at the door will be an additional 

charge of $5.00. Tables of 10 are $375.00. All payments are to be paid at the time of purchased. 

Communication must be postmark by Friday, October 14; otherwise, a late charge of $5.00 will be added. 

Tickets will go on sell in May.                                                                                                                                                    

Our speaker of the hour will be 

Rev. Dr. William Barber, North Carolina Community Activist and NAACP State Conference 

President is Keynote Speaker forKansas State NAACP Annual Convention in Hutchinson, Kansas 

mailto:byoung36@cox.net


Support your local African American Businesses                                                                                
Great places for lunch or dinner 

Benny Bo’s                                                                                                                                                                     

Cajun & Southern Foods                                                                                                                                                     

821 SW 6
th

 Avenue (Former Tevis Restaurant)                                                                                                                   

785 215-6537 

James Cameron Fish Market                                                                                                                                             

400 SE Lake Street                                                                                                                                                         

785 234-4175 

Love’s Fish Market                                                                                                                                                          

2511 SE California Avenue                                                                                                                                            

785 266-8577 

 

YOUTH DC FOTO FUNDRAISER EVENT 

Heavenly Visions Foundation Youth Photography Program is requesting financial                      

support from our community to raise funding for the students’ travel to Washington DC                     

August 4-8, 2012.                                                                                                                                                  

Within the next two weeks we are asking that each person receiving this issue of The Ebony 

Review assist the students by contributing $20.00 or more as part of The Youth DC Foto 

Fundraiser Event. This trip to the Nation’s Capital will provide the students with a valuable 

educational experience that they will treasure for a lifetime.                                                                              

Help give the students an experience of a lifetime.......Please forward this issue of The Ebony 

Review to your family members, friends, church and church members, co-worker and 

neighbors so that they can also make a contribution.                                                                                                      

Please mail your contribution with your name and contact information to:                        

Heavenly Visions Foundation, 2745 SW Villa West Drive #803, Topeka, KS  66614.               

(Please make checks or money orders payable to Heavenly Visions Foundation)                                                                                    

For questions, contact Yolanda Taylor at 785 608-3291 or email at yyotylr@hotmail.com 

 

 

mailto:yyotylr@hotmail.com


Join Brooks Hair Salon                                                                                                     
Advertise your business, organization or individually in the Photo Book Fundraiser                                                                                

published by the students of the Heavenly Visions Foundation Youth Photography Program                             

Advertise at one of the three levels listed below                                                                                                                                  

Bronze Level (1 page)-$100.00....Silver Level (2 pages)-$250.00....Gold Level (3 pages)-$500.00                                

 

                                                                                                                         
James Brooks, Owner 

Brooks Salon is a family Hair Care Center specializing in healthy hair.                                                                                

We provide state of the art relaxes,curls and natural styles for the young and the old.                                                                                                                            

We also have coming soon, Aisha, specializing in percision styling, natural styling, relaxing and cuts.                                 

For those who need a great barber, award winning J.J. Bullocks from Fades to Waves can do it all. 

 

516 SW Topeka Blvd                                                                                                                                                                      

Topeka, KS                                                                                                                                                                                                          

785 267-4030 

 

For only $20.00 ADVERTISE your business or organization in the next issue of                                                                                               

THE EBONY REVIEW CALL 785 608-3291 for information 

To include information on your event or to make announcements in the                                                                                                                        

July 2012 issue of The Ebony Review, email information to yyotylr@hotmail.com by July 7, 2012 

The Ebony Review Newsletter is published quarterly by                                                                                               

Yolanda Haley Taylor and Heavenly Visions Photography

 

mailto:yyotylr@hotmail.com

