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THE SALVATION ARMY PARTNERS WITH 
TOPEKA PUBLIC SCHOOLS FOR  

FREE SUMMER FEEDING PROGRAM;  
On-Site & Two Mobile Feeding Sites 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
May 15, 2014 
 
WHAT The Salvation Army is partnering with the Topeka Public Schools’ Child Nutrition 

Services to feed children 18 and younger during the summer starting the first 
week after school ends in May until the first day of school in August. 

 
WHEN  May 27 – August 12 

 
WHERE The Salvation Army, 1320 SE 6th Street, Topeka 
  Central Park Community Center, 1534 Clay St, Topeka 
 
WHY Nutrition is an essential component to combat food insecurity in children. During 

the summer months many children go hungry because school is no longer there 
to provide hot, nutritious meals. The Salvation Army and Topeka Public Schools’  
(TPS) Child Nutrition Services is partnering this summer to provide two valuable 
services for feeding children – an on-site location and two mobile feeding sites. 
Major Lee Ann Burkett, corps officer of The Salvation Army states, “Food is a 
basic human need that we provide at The Salvation Army through our food 
pantry and community meal program year-round. Being able to expand services 
to feed children this summer is not only a great opportunity, but our responsibility 
in feeding all the children of our community. We consider it a privilege to partner 
with the Topeka Public Schools’ Child Nutrition Services.”  

 
 Mobile Feeding Sites 

Starting the first week after school ends, The Salvation Army’s mobile canteen 
will be at two locations to feed children 18 years and younger for FREE starting 
May 27th – May 30th and July 14th - August 12th. Food preparation is being 
provided by Topeka Public Schools’ Child Nutrition Services and The Salvation 
Army will deliver meals to the two locations in their mobile canteen. The Kansas 
State Department of Education (KSDE) reports that “More than 2.1 million children 
participated at more than 32,700 sites in the summer of 2008” (www.kn-

eat.org/SFSP) Carmen Lovan, child nutrition specialist for the Topeka Public 
Schools states, “Topeka Public Schools provides approximately 14,000 meals 
each day during the school year.  In the summer, that number drops to 1, 700.  
Our goal is to find ways to increase the number of meals that we serve during the 
summer.  Often this requires having meals available in areas that are near the 
children’s homes.  This goal is only achievable through the partnership with 
organizations like The Salvation Army.” 

 

http://www.kn-eat.org/SFSP
http://www.kn-eat.org/SFSP
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The feeding program is FREE for children 18 years and younger, but The 
Salvation Army is asking parents to accompany younger children to the two sites 
for safety reasons.  
 

 Two outdoor locations for LUNCH only include: 
 
Central Park Community Center 

 1534 Clay St, Topeka (parking lot) 
 May 27 – 30 (Tuesday-Friday) 
 July 14 – August 12 (Monday – Friday) 
 Lunch 11:15 – 11:45 am 

 
 The Salvation Army 

1320 SE 6th St, Topeka (parking lot) 
 May 27 – 30 (Tuesday-Friday) 
 July 14 – August 12 (Monday-Friday) 
 Lunch 12:00 – 12:30 pm 
 
 On-Site Feeding Program 
 For the six week break between the mobile feeding dates, The Salvation Army 

will be providing an on-site (indoor) location for the FREE Summer Feeding 
Program at 1320 SE 6th St, Topeka that will include both breakfast and lunch.  
Dates: June 2nd – July 10th (Mondays-Thursdays) 
Times: Breakfast is served 8:15-9:00 am  
Times: Lunch is served from 12:00 – 12:30 pm. 
 

 Day Camp Program  
 While meals are FREE, The Salvation Army is offering a six-week day camp 

program called “Character Building” for children ages 5-10 years old. There is a 
nominal fee of $5 per child per week. It features Christian-oriented bible stories, 
songs, lessons on healthy eating and bodies, arts/crafts and recreational games. 
Children will be made aware of The Salvation Army’s mission to others and how 
volunteerism is important. The focus will be on building good mental, physical, 
social and spiritual character. Day camp starts at 9:00 am – 12:00 pm Mondays – 
Thursdays starting on June 2nd – July 10th. The program is being funded in part 
by a grant from The Salvation Army’s divisional headquarters in Kansas City, 
MO. Space is limited and reservations are required by calling The Salvation Army 
at 785-233-9648. 

 
 
INTERVIEWS Available with the following individuals  

 Major Lee Ann Burkett, corps officer, The Salvation Army, 785-233-9648 

 Carmen Lovan, child nutrition services specialist, Topeka Public Schools, 785-295-3076 
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PHOTO OPPS 

Any of the locations above on the various dates. The canteen is parked at The Salvation 
Army 1320 SE 6th St. at all times. 

 
ABOUT THE SALVATION ARMY 

 
The Salvation Army is a religious and charitable organization that has been meeting human 
needs since 1865. The Salvation Army’s mission is to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ and to 
meet human needs in His name without discrimination. The Salvation Army provides many 
program and services for the needy including social services, alcohol and drug rehabilitation, 
transitional housing, citizenship classes, violence prevention classes and recreational activities.  
 
In Shawnee County, The Salvation Army has been assisting families and individuals since 1886. 
Our social service program includes community evening meal, food pantry, rent/utility assistance, 
clothing, prescription, disaster relief, and supportive services for men and women available 
through our Hispanic ministry. Worship services are every Sunday morning in both English and 
Spanish as well as weekly bible study, character building programs for children, brass band 
music instruction, weekly women’s ministry and monthly men’s ministry groups.   
 
 

ABOUT THE TOPEKA PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 Topeka Public Schools is an equal opportunity provider.   
 
 

For more information, contact: 
Beverly Peterson 
Development Director, The Salvation Army 
1320 SE 6

th
 St, Topeka KS 66607 

785-861-7908 (direct) 
779-537-9976 (cell) 
Beverly_peterson@usc.salvationarmy.org 
www.topeka.salvationarmy.us 
Facebook – The Salvation Army of Topeka Kansas 
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